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IP‐ASSIST	patent	partners	
PROFILE 
IP‐ASSIST	patent	partners is a small boutique patent law firm established in 2013 at Sapporo-shi, 
Hokkaido. 
We provide filing services, prosecuting services and right maintenance services in the field of 
Patent law and Trademark law in Japan and foreign countries.  Regarding patents, we provide 
services focused on the technical field of life science, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals and foods 
and beverages.  Our major clients are Japanese universities, public research laboratories and 
private small companies. 

ATTORNEY (PARTNER) 

 
 
HITOSHIO Akio is a registered and qualified 
patent attorney.  He has practiced various 
patent matters since 1993 and is well versed 
in international and domestic patent filing 
and prosecution, opinions on patentability, 
patent validity and patent infringement.   
He is specialized in biochemistry, protein 
engineering, pharmaceutical and 
agrochemistry. 
 

- Member of Biotechnology and Life Science Committee, 
JPAA 

- Member of Biotechnology Committee, HOKKAIDO-
regional branch of JPAA 

 
- President of HOKKAIDO-regional branch of JPAA              

2014-2016 
- Vice President of HOKKAIDO-regional branch of JPAA     

2017-2019 

ATTORNEY (PARTNER) 

 
 
KANEKO Maki is a registered and qualified 
patent attorney.  She has practiced various 
patent matters since 2006 and is well versed 
in international and domestic patent filing 
and prosecution, opinions on patentability 
and patent validity.  She is specialized in 
biochemistry, molecular biology, 
pharmaceutical and food science including 
functional food. 
	

- Vice Chairman of Biotechnology Committee, 
HOKKAIDO-regional branch of JPAA 

 
- Executive Director of HOKKAIDO-regional branch of 

JPAA                          2014-2016 
- Visiting Lecturer of Sapporo Medical University                 

2014-2016	

CONTACT 
IP‐ASSIST	patent	partners	
    7th floor, Taiyo Seimei Sapporo Building, 1 Kita 2-jyo Nishi 3-chome,  
    Chuo-ku, Sapporo-shi, Hokkaido, 0600002 Japan 
    TEL +81-11-261-1023   |   FAX +81-11-261-1024 
    EMAIL  office@ipassist.jp   |   URL https://www.ipassist.jp/	

 


